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E. JASON WAMBSGANS/TRIBUNE 
Allison Zayas sold the anti- 
psychotic Seroquel for drug 


firm AstraZeneca. She later 
filed a whistleblower suit. 


Drug rep 
says she 
warned 

of dangers 


Mixing Seroquel, 
methadone can be 
fatal, lawsuit says 


By SAM ROE 
Chicago Tribune 


Few prescription drugs 
were as popular as the 
antipsychotic Seroquel. 
Psychiatrists trusted it, 
nursing homes used it and 
addiction specialists pre- 
scribed it. Annual sales ex- 
ceeded $3 billion. 

But in the winter of 2009, 
one of the top pharmaceu- 
tical sales representatives 
selling it, Allison Zayas, be- 
gan to have her doubts. 

According to Zayas, one 
of her best clients, a doctor 
at a New York City outpa- 
tient clinic, told her that a 
patient had died while tak- 
ing the drug and that the 
combination of Seroquel 
and methadone might have 
played a role. 

Soon after, Zayas re- 
called, two other doctors 
told her as many as 10 
patients at New York 
methadone clinics had died 
taking Seroquel and metha- 
done together. Zayas said 
she reported the deaths to 
her company, drugmaker 
AstraZeneca, but that it 
continued to aggressively 
market the blockbuster 
drug, even to methadone 
clinics. 

“Their goal was to get in 
there and sell Seroquel,” she 
told the Tribune in an inter- 
view. “It was not, ‘Let’s 
draw back. Let’s take a look 
at the information’ It was, 
‘Get in there and sell’ Every- 
thing is sell, sell, sell.” 

Alarmed at the inaction, 
Zayas quit AstraZeneca and 
filed a whistleblower law- 
suit against the firm, alleg- 
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Lawsuit alleges bias in assessments 


Berrios’ system 
hurts the poor, 
litigation claims 


By JASON GROTTO 
ProPublica Illinois 

AND HAL DARDICK 
Chicago Tribune 


A group of public-inter- 
est lawyers filed a lawsuit 
Thursday alleging that em- 
battled Cook County As- 
sessor Joseph Berrios vio- 
lated state and federal civil 


rights and housing laws by 
knowingly producing inac- 
curate assessments that 
punished poor and minor- 
ity homeowners across the 
county. 

The lawsuit, filed in 
Cook County Circuit 
Court, contends the coun- 
ty’s “residential property 
tax scheme is neither accu- 
rate nor uniform” and is 
“perpetuating institutional 
racism” by shifting the tax 
burden from wealthier, ma- 
jority-white neighbor- 


a Cook 

| County 
Assessor 
Joseph 
Berrios 


hoods to poorer, minority 
neighborhoods. 

The lawsuit also alleges 
a lack of transparency in 
the office, contending the 
“secrecy is antithetical to 
democratic accountability 
and undermines public 


trust and confidence in the 
residential property tax 
system.” 

Specifically, the lawsuit 
alleges that county assess- 
ments overvalue low- 
priced homes while under- 
valuing high-priced ones. 
Known as regressivity, that 
flaw leads to deep inequi- 
ties in property taxes that 
break down along racial 
and ethnic lines, with poor, 
black and Hispanic home- 
owners paying more than 
they should while wealthi- 


er and white residents pay 
less. 

As a result, the lawsuit 
argues, the county violated 
the Illinois Civil Rights Act, 
equal protection clauses of 
the state and federal consti- 
tutions, and the federal Fair 
Housing Act. 

In response to the law- 
suit, a spokesman for 
Berrios issued a blanket 
denial that anything is 
amiss with the office’s as- 
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Illinois joins states threatening 
suit over deregulation decision 


By TALI ARBEL AND BARBARA ORTUTAY 


Associated Press 


The Federal Commu- 
nications Commission 
repealed the Obama-era 
net neutrality rules 
Thursday, giving internet 


service providers like 
Verizon, Comcast and 
AT&T a free hand to slow 
or block websites and 
apps as they see fit or 


charge more for faster 
speeds. 

In a straight party-line 
vote of 3-2, the Republi- 
can-controlled agency 
junked the longtime prin- 
ciple that said all web 
traffic must be treated 
equally. 

The move represents a 
departure from more 
than a decade of federal 


CHIP SOMODEVILLA/GETTY 
Dozens of protesters unite outside the FCC building in Washington to voice opposition to the agency’s 3-2 vote to end net neutrality rules. 


FCC scraps net neutrality 
amid protests — and fears 


More coverage 


Decision has some area 
firms worried about their 
future. Business 


oversight. 

The big telecommuni- 
cations companies had 
lobbied to overturn the 
rules, contending they 


discourage investment in 
broadband networks. 
“What is the FCC do- 
ing today?” asked FCC 
Chairman Ajit Pai, a Re- 
publican. “Quite simply, 
we are restoring the light- 
touch framework that 
has governed the internet 
for most of its existence.” 
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City seeks to sue estate 
of teen killed by police 


Move could shift 
hefty liability for 
bystander’s death 


By DAN HINKEL 
Chicago Tribune 


In an unorthodox move, 
lawyers for the city of Chi- 
cago are seeking to sue the 
estate of a teen shot to death 
by a police officer two years 
ago, alleging he was respon- 
sible for the death of a 
bystander the officer acci- 
dentally killed as well. 

In a motion filed Thurs- 
day, the lawyers sought a 
Cook County judge’s ap- 
proval to bring a lawsuit 
blaming Quintonio LeGrier, 
19, for the shooting that also 


killed 55-year-old Bettie 
Jones. 

The proposed suit rests 
largely on allegations that 
LeGrier tried to hit Officer 
Robert Rialmo with an alu- 
minum baseball bat before 
the officer opened fire, 
killing both the teenager 
and Jones, a neighbor 
standing nearby. 

If successful, the suit 
could shift some of the city’s 
potentially hefty financial 
liability for the death of an 
innocent woman onto 
LeGrier’s estate. 

It is only the latest twist 
in the litigation over the 
shooting on the day after 
Christmas 2015. 
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Trubisky’s promising progress 


Blowout victory over Bengals showcased rookie 
quarterback’s growing confidence. Chicago Sports 
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The music stops in River North 


The Rock’n’ Roll McDonald’s will close Dec. 30, 
remodel and abandon its rock theme. Business 


Antioch man charged in 
Peruvian sex abuse case 


Allegations denied 
by ex-member of 
elite Catholic society 


By NEREIDA MORENO 
AND MATTHEW 
WALBERG 

Chicago Tribune 


Jeffery Daniels left his 
native Peru in 2001, moved 
to the U.S., married and 
started a family, leaving 
behind the elite Catholic 
society he’d spent years 
with for a life in the quiet 
north Chicago suburb of 
Antioch. 

Now, in the wake of an 
explosive report issued ear- 
lier this year, Peruvian pros- 
ecutors have charged Dan- 


iels and three other men in 
connection with alleged 
sexual abuse that occurred 
at the Sodalitium Christi- 
anae Vitae in Lima. 
Peruvian prosecutors 
could not be reached for 
comment, but attorney 
Hector Gadea, who repre- 
sents the alleged victims, 
said the four men were 
charged with conspiracy to 
commit sexual, physical 
and psychological abuse. 
Gadea said prosecutors 
have asked a judge to order 
the men’s arrests and deten- 
tion for nine months while 
authorities continue their 
investigation into members 
of the organization, also 
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Lee Tom Skilling’s forecast High33 Low 25 


Chicago Weather Center: Complete 
forecast on back page of A+E section 
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